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ClarifiWir, 

A ccept nuperrime h Te tranfmijjam D. Leibnicii Theori- 
am Motus Abftra&i , de qua judicium meumpetitur. 
Duo autem funt quit fuadeant ne illudprcefiem„ Alteram , quod 
res invidiofa videatur de aliorum jcnptis cenfuram agere : Al- 
terum 9 quod occupatijjtmo tempore hue advenerit , quo cegrk wa- 
cavit femel atque iterum altentius perlegere, nedum omnia pen ft - 
culatius confiderare. Qaeniam verb Tu id expetis , h<ec pauca 
dicam. Multa Jcil._ inibi contenta Ego plank approbo , tit Jubt 
tiliter (3 /’elide dibla, queeque Virum curiofum & cogitabundum 
indicant. Sipausa fint qitibus nonJlatim ajjentiarpgnofcet , fpe> 
ro, vir humantffmus ♦ Et fpeciatim, fateor , mihi nondum fa - 

tisfaUum efie y ut, primis faltem cogitationibas , Jlatim ajjen - 
tiar y Cohdfionem omnem ex continue celerique fed inohfervabili 
particularum motu fieri ( quodille Theorise motus Concreti 
fundamentum ponit) uti nec pridem, cum ante aliquot an - 
nos t fimilem Qdetis & Coheefionis caufam affignaverat Nelius 
nofier. Qujd olim aiiquando futurum fit , pojl rem accuratius 
perpenfam, nec dicerepojjum neepravidere. Interim ego 
nec quicquam in aliorum preejudicium promntio 5 quin liberum 
cuique fit, earn quam rationi magis confentaneamjudicaverit fen- 
tent t am ampleUi. Vale* Tuus 

JOH* WALLIS* 

An Accompt of fome Books. 

I. A Difcourfe touching the ORIGINAL OF HVM.AN 
LI l EJ{ATVRjE , both PHILOLOGY and PHILOSO¬ 
PHY ; in two Parts: By Tbeopb. Gale M. A. Oxford, 1669. 
and 1671. in 4 0 . 

The Bufinefs of this Book is, to derive Human Arts 
and Sciences from the Jewi/b Church 5 for the doing of 
which the Author profefieth he hath been encouraged by 
eonfiderablc hints and afsiftances of the Scahgcrs , a nd of 
Grotiu r, Vojfius, Bochartus > Seldcn , Vjhcr, Preflon > and others, 
befides the concurrent teftimomes of many of theAncients. 

In the Firfi part he endeavours to prove, that all Lan¬ 
guages have their origin ai d rife from the Hebrew $ in lean- 
c:ng particularly in ’he Oriental Tongues, as the rheni- 
C'i» ) Copthic , (ba'daiCy Syriac , Arabic , Perfian } Samaritan 

Mmm and 



( 2232) 

and Ethiopic ; and then in the European , efpecially the 
Greeks Latin, the old Gallic and Brittannic. To which he 
adds a deduction, importing, that the Pagan Theology, 
Phyfick, Politicks, Poefie, Hiftory, Rhetoric, are tradu¬ 
ced from Sacred Names, Ptrfons, Rites and Records; 
and fhewing withal, How the Jcwilh Traditions came to 
be corrupted and miftaken by Pagans. 

In the Second part he maketh it his bufinefs to evince, 
that Pbilofopby alfo hath its Original from the Jervifh Church ; 
beginning to (hew this of the Barbaric Philofophy, under 
which he comprehends the Egyptian , Pbenician , Chaldean , 
Perjian,Indian, Ethiopic , Scythian , and Britannic 3 and thence 
proceeding to the Grecian , and chiefly to the Ionic , and 
Italic or Pythagorean $ where he (hews great reading and 
learning, whil’ft he deduceth this dodriue of Judaic Ori¬ 
gin from the Teftijnonies of Heathen, Jewifli , and Chri- 
ftian.boch Ancient and Modern,Authors ; pafling through 
all the particular SeBs of Philofophers with great lolici* 
tude andinduftryjandpromifingat the end of this Work, 
that he is witling to undertake another Treatife, to {hew 
both the Mifchief of Pain , and the Vfefulnef 't of Sound 
Philofophy to Chriftian Religion, if this Hiftorical Ac- 
compt, deliver'd in thefe two Parts, ( and mainly defigned 
in Order thereunto ) find any fuch reception , as may 
give encouragement to fuch Labours* 

IT. “job, Joacbimi Becheri Spirenfis Med. Doff. EXPE- 
J^IMENTVM CHTUICVM N OVVM, quo 
Artificialis & Inftantanea Metallorum Generatio & Tranf- 
mutatio ad oculum demonftratur. Francofurti, A-1671. 
in 8°, 

This Trad was written by the Anthour as a Supple, 
went to his Phyjica Subterranea, likewile printed at Frank* 
ford 9 about two years lince, though yet but in part, 
there being hitherto extant only the firft Book of the 
two, of which it is to confift : which Firjl part (to give 
fome accomptof it on thisoccafion j undertaketh to ex¬ 
plain both the abftrufe Generation of Subterraneous 
things, and the admirable Fabric of the Super-terraneous 
and ' Subterraneous complex Globe of Earth, Air and 
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Water: Promifing to deliver hereafter in the Second 
Book, the particular Nature of underground Bodies, and 
withal to teach the Refolution of them into parts and the 
proprieties of thofe parts 5 together with an appendix 
that lhall contain a great number of Chymical Mixtures, 
never feen before, and grounded upon numerous Expert* 
rnents, We cannot forbear giving the Reader, of that 
great variety of matter and Trials, contain'd in the faid 
FirflBook, one very confiderable Experiment, faid to 
have been actually made by theAuthour himfelf,and which 
feems worth repeating for further obfervation and im¬ 
provement, It is in fliort this, as it may be found p, 170, 
171. Vhyfica Subterranea. 

Having a mind, for a certain end, to melt a Jafper , he 
faith, he put it into a crucible, and a&ually melted it by 
an intenfe fire, and fome other requifices neceflary to the 
operation. But to the end that no coals might fall into 
the paft , he cover’d and luted the crucible, which was a* 
bout half fill'd with Jafpeoftone: which being nowmcl* 
ted, he open’d the crucible when cool, and, to his great 
wonder, found at the bottom the Jafper melted together 
into one Mafs, as hard as before, but Milk-white and half 
opaque, refembling a natural White Agat; but the cover, 
and the upper parts of the crucible , that were un-fill’d, 
and could not be touched by the Jafper in the melting, 
were tinged with the natural colour of the Jafper 5 info- 
much that if there had been the hardncfs of a Jafper and 
the colour not fuperficial only, the fragments of the cru¬ 
cible might have been fold for the belt and moft polilh’d 
Jafper, having here and there greenifh ftreaks and fpecks, 
the reft being red and yellowifh; all fo beautiful, that a 
good Painter would fcarce have been able to imitate thofe 
various colours.Of this,the Author faith,he keepeth ftill the 
peices in his Laboratory at Munchen in Bavaria , as a very 
extraordinary treafure; efteeming that thofe upper parts 
were tinged by the anima of the Jafper, driven up by the 
force of the fire from its inferiour part, and adhering to the 
body of the crucible. 

Having thus related this uncommon experiment, we 
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fltall proceed to fay fomething of the Contents of this 
Supp merit, which occafion’d that relation. It feems then, 
that the learn'd Dr, ProfefTor ofPhyfick in the 

Univerfityof Jena in Upper Saxony, in his Book, enti* 
tied, Cbjiniain Arti> formamredaUa, affirms, that the car- 
rent Mercury ot Bodies is a Non-Ens : which our Author 
looking upon as an ungrounded and precarious Afifertion, 
labours in this Trad to confute it, from Authority,Reafon 
and Experiment,as may beleen pag.Si^c. That which 
we Hull take here particular notice of, is that Chymical 
Experiment, which giveth the Title to the Book, and is 
called Nero, Pledged to prove the real and fudden Gene¬ 
ration and Tranfmutation of Mettals. You may take it 
thus, if you pleafe; 

He took common Brick»earth ; dry’d it in the Air that 
it might be lifted ; then poured fo much Linfeed-oyl up¬ 
on it as that he might role it into little bails, of the fize of 
the KerorPs neck, which they were to be put into, to the 
end, rh'ic thediftillation being made, he needed not to 
break his retort for the taking out of the Caput mortuum, 
but m'ght referve it for other ufe. That the fire might the 
more forcible penetrate thofeglobuls, than if the matter 
were in one Mafs, he filled the Retort with them, and by 
degrees diftill’d them with an open fire, during an hour 
or two. This diftillation being finilh’d, he found in the 
Recipient an Oyl almoft like that, which he faith is im¬ 
properly call’d Oleum Philofophorum > then the Retort be¬ 
ing cool’d,he took the little balls out ofit,which not being 
found red, by fo ftrong a fire, but very black, he fufpe&ed 
that blacknefs proceeded from the Oyl, fome terreftrial 
parts of which, being fix’d and fever’d by vertue of the 
Brick-earth, might there have aflumed a Body > which of 
what kind it was,was now f irther to be examin’d by trial. 
Having therefore beaten fmall thefe black globuls, and fif¬ 
ted them,he put them into a d fh, and having powr’d fome 
common water upon it, he ftirr’d it* then being grown 
tm bid, he gently powred it off, and powred onfrefh 
clear water, ftill ftirring the matter : which he fo often re* 
peated and continued, till the water came clear away, and 
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there remain'd at the bottoms of the difli a ponderous 
black fediment, which from its weight and fudden fubfi- 
dence, as alfo from its dark colour he fufpedted to be of 
aMetallick, and indeed of an Iron nature 5 which being 
dry'd upon paper, upon the application of a Load-ftone, 
was thereby attracted in feveral grains, which by all proofs 
he found to be very good Iron. 

Efteeming hence, that fulphureous Spirits may be fixed 
by a certain Earth as their Matrix 5 he faith , that he em¬ 
ploy'd the fame method with all Minerals, Sulphurs, and 
Mercury it felf, and accordingly melted various Minerals 
with various Earths and Clays j whereby he difcovered 
many Truths &c Tranfmutations.And to convince his Rea¬ 
ders of the reality of this Experiment, he fpends a whole 
Chapter to prove the truth of the matter of fadt, and of 
the genuinefs of the Iron produced 5 examining withal, 
whether that Iron thus produced had not been latent ei¬ 
ther in the Earth, or in the Oyl, and fo might have im¬ 
pos’d upon him 5 and having found, it had not, hei^qui, 
reth, what may be the Metallic^ caufe in general in this Ex¬ 
periment j and w\ particular y what the Ferrifick^ (if we may 
be allow’d to frame fucha word) or the Iron-making Prin¬ 
ciple, tie. 

III. De ABSYNTH 10 Analedta, per Job.Michael Fehr^ 
M. D. Lipftce 1 663 in 8°. 

Several Learn’d men in Germany ^having afTociated them- 
felves,fome years fince, into a Company under the Name 
of Academia Nature Curio/crum , refolved to undert ke, 
each of them,the Defcription of fome particular fubftance 
in Nature,confidering with themfelves how long the world 
had been fruitlefly amufed with Generals: Of thofe par¬ 
ticulars we only named fome in Numb. 63 .p. 2078. but fhal! 
now endeavour to give an accompt in the remainder of this 
Trade, of fome performances of thefe undertakings 5 

Beginning here with the Treatife concerning Wormwood, 
which but very lately came to our hands. In it the Author 
deferibeth fir[l its Nature,enumerateth its differences, ob- 
ferveth its vertues, teacheth divers preparations, and.deli- 
vers its manifold Ules, efpecially in ftrengthening and re* 
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covering the ftomack and ail the parts of the lower Belly; 
in curing the Colick, Scurvy,Jaundie$,Dropfie,tfr. in ope* 
ningthe Obftru&ions of the Liver and Spleen; in expel* 
ling Worms, and driving away Moths, and other like ver¬ 
min e, &c. 

After this, he endeavors to folve divers gueftiens propo- 
fed upon this fubje< 9 :,as, i. Whether the bitternefs may be 
taken away from Wormwood without deftroying icsver- 
tues? which is refolved in the Negative, a. Whether the 
Salts, called Efiential, have the fame vertue with their Sim¬ 
ples? Anfrv . in the Affirmative. 3.Whether the Refufcitati- 
on of Plants be naturally poffible t Affirm’d, as to their re- 
reprefentation,t£c. LaJUy> he coucludeth with an Enumera¬ 
tion of Bitter things$ which are found among Roots,Herbs, 
Stalks,Leaves,Flowers,Seeds,Berries, Fruits, Barks, Wood, 
Gums, Juyces, Oyls, Extra&s, Powders; obferving withal, 
that generally all Bitter things have the power to commi¬ 
nute, to be afterfive,opening,and purgative,more or lels. 

CRQCOLoGlA. Auth. Job. lerdmando Mertodt M. D. 
Jena 1671. in8 0 . 

This Author giveth us the Anatomy of Saffron^ and having 
defcribed it,and affigned its differences from its different 
nature, time of produ&ion, colour, flower, leaves;and 
withal found the feveralCountry’s of its growth,and ffiew’d 
the way of its Culture and Propagation : He proceeds to 
relate its Vertues and Ufes } in the doing of which he re¬ 
commends it, and the feveral preparations thereof (of 
which he lets down not a few J againft the Head-ache, Pal¬ 
ly .Vertiginous diftempers,Epilepfie,Lethargy,Intercepted 
Relpiration (call'd the Incubus ,) Phrenfie, Inflammations 
and Suffufions of the Eyes, Tingling of the Ears, Squinan- 
cy, Cough, Pleurifie, Palpitation of the Heart, NaufeouL 
nefs, Haemorrhoids, Dyfenteries, Diarrhasa's, Colicks,In¬ 
flammation of the Liver, Dropfie, Jaundies, Obftru&ions 
of the Liver and Spleen, Hypochondriacal diftempers, the 
Stone, the difficulty of Excretion by Siege or Urine, the 
Green ficknefs, Iufecundity, Supprefsionofthe Menftrua, 
Hyfteric pafsions,Hard Travel. Inflammation oftheBreafts, 
Burnings, Gangrens, the Kings Evil,tfr. 
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This Enumeration being made,and a great number of Receipts, 
of which Saffron is the chief Ingredient, interfperfed, there are 
fub;oyned feveral juries, viz. 

1. Whether Saffron be an Antidote to the poyfon of Napellus? 
It being affirmed fo to be, the Author adds a Relation of a confi- 
derable Phyfitian concerning the P danders frequent andfrarmlefs 
eating of Napellus in their Salats S the reafon whereof is afcribed 
to the common ufe of Saffron by that people. 

2. Whether Saffron removeth or caufeth a furfet ? This is 
treated as difputable, 

3* Whether it induceth fleep or wakefulnefs ? And this quefli. 
on is here debated, pro and con , yet fo as that the Author endea¬ 
vours to reconcile the difputing parties. 

4. Whether Saffron tingeth the Foetus in the womb ? Here are 
alledged feveral Experiments for the affirmative, of which the 
Author faith to have made one upon a Bitch with pappy, which 
brought her young ones forth yellowy-colour’d, after he had gi¬ 
ven her, for a good part of her bearing time, all her meat irri 
drink tinged with Saffron, and for three dayes , immediately be¬ 
fore her whelping, put fome drachms of Saffron in her broth. 

There are alfo inferted fome Mechanical ufes of this Vegeta¬ 
ble for tinging of Hair yellow-, for making a liquor to write 
golden-colour'd Letters with s and gilding of Leather, &c. 

IV. De LAVD ANO OP l AT O, Auth. Mmk Tillinglo M D. 
Francofurti , 1671. in 8°. 

This Treatife hath four Parts. The firft contains the Origin of 
the Opiat Laudanum , and the Praifes of its Ufefulnefs in general^ 
together with a difquilition of its Temperament, and whether O- 
plum be poyfonous in its fell, and may be ufed uncorreded, &c ? 
The latter part of which queftion is here refolvedin th ^Negative. 

The Second treats of the genuine corredion of Opium deli¬ 
vers feveral defcriptions of the Opiat Laudanum , much efteenVd 
both by Galenic and Chymical Phyfitians '■> prefcribeth the Dofe 
and way of ufing it ; and withal anatomifeth and ftridly examins 
his own preparation of this Medicine adding fome cautions to 
be obferved in the life thereof. 

The Third contains various Compofidons of Opiat Medicines, 
orfuchas have Opium or the Opiat Laudanum for their chief 
Ingredient -, together with an enumeration of cheir particular 
Vertues. 

The Tom/; fpeciheth thofe Maladies and diftempers, in which 
this Laudanum islingularly beneficial , made out both by Reafon 
and the obfervation of the Authour afwell as of many other fa¬ 
mous and worthy Phyfitians. Here are reckon’d up Head-aches, 
Sleeplefnefs, Phrenfies, Giddinefs, the Falling ficknefs, Haemor- 
ragies, Pleurisies, Rloud-fpitting, Coughs,Corrfumptions.Eam- 
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tings and Soundings, Feavers, Colicks, Fluxes, virulent Go¬ 
norrhea's, Hyfterical diftempers, &c. 

As to the ill fuccefs which at times hath attended the taking of 
Laudanum, our Authour aferibeth that either to the unskilful pre¬ 
paration, or the unfeafonable and indifereet exhibition of it. In 
the preparation he obferveth, that the malignity that is in Opi¬ 
um , is bell: correded by Ale Ay* s, as having the force of ta¬ 
ming that Narcotic fulphur , contain'd in it * agreeing herein 
with Heimont* s Maxim, Orrme Narcoticum pent in Alcaly ♦ 

Advert ife merit s . 

Since the printing of the foregoing particulars, there came to 
hand the New Obfervations above mentioned, of th e Spots of the 
Sun, in Print.made at the Royal Academy inPmjythe nth, 12th, 
and 13th of Av.guft, 1671. {ft. n.) by Signor Cajftni * who intima- 
teth at the end othisFrench Narrative concerning the fame(which 
is intended to be Englifi/d for the next Trad,) that from about 
Sept. 4th, until Sept. 18. {(t,n.) it will be worth while to obferve, 
whether the fame Spots after they have patted over the upper He- 
mifphere of the Sun,which is hidden to us, wil 1 not return again 
and appear in its apparent Difque* 

The fame Spots have been obferved/as by a Letter from Dr.Fogetius at Ham¬ 
burg wc were alfo very lately inform’d,) at Sea near the Tejfe fby M Picard, one 
oft he Royal Pari fan Philofophers, namely Aug.%. (tt.fl.) and fj>mc of the fol¬ 
lowing days? as alfo at Hamburg the 7th, 8th, pthof Auguil, Of which 

more alfo by the next opportunity. 

What we have to add now (which rauft not be defer’d ) is the Fred id ion, 
made by the fame Signor cajjini, of the fcclipfes of the Satillits of Jupiter, cal¬ 
culated for Vianiburg, and annexed here, to the end that our Aflronoraers, ha¬ 
ving reduced them to our Latitude and Longitude, may alio obferve the fame. 


The Immerfions of, the Satellite of'll into itsJhadaw ,vi[ible at Uraniburg, 4 .\ 6 ni, 

Sept.25 .Immerfto j 

w - mane h.4.16 r , 

Dccemb.3. imm. 1. 

— h.5,8'. 

Od. I r. immerf. 2 d 

-h.4 26.; 

8, imm. 4N 

— ii 0.10. 

j 0. imm. i ai - 

-h.4.43 J 

Emerfto - 

— h 5.10. 

05, imm. 1, — 

-h.6.41.1 

12. imm. 1 

—h.i. 29. 

Nov. 7. imm.. 3. — 

- — h.2.37: 

l z 4. imm. 2 

— h.4,6. 

10, imm. 1. — 

—— h.4.51.| 

j 19. imm, 1 

— h 3.19. 

J 2. W. 2. — 

-h. 4 .18 j 

j 20, imm 3 

— h 1 52. 

14. rW 3. - 

- h.6 37. 

; 2i .imm.z. 

—h.6.49. 

17. imm. 1. — 

—-•— h. 649. 

, 26. imm. 1 ,> 

— h.j. 9. 

19. imm . 1» — 

— — h. i.2Q.; 

27 imm. 3. • 

—• I1.55*. 

02 2 di -- 

—■— h. 7 ♦ 1. : 



26, X. - 

-h. 3 .1 o.i 

i 
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